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The tempo of the air war over all arsas of North Vietnam
incremsed significantly during the last three months as important
militery and economic tergets were taken under concentrated and
systematic attack. Btarting on 20 April the program was extended
to include attacks against vital tergets in the heavily defended
and densely populated areas around Hanoi and Haiphong. Thirty-
nine targets of military or economic significance located wlthin
or close to Hanol and Halphong were attacked, including 21 8AM
sites, elght targets in the Haiphong aren and nine targets 1ln the
Hanol area. In additlon the Thail Nguyen iron and steel complex
wag subjected to repeated attack.

Some of the more pignificant targets included the centrml power
generating facilities in both Hanol and Heiphong, the Heiphong cement
plant, the Haiphong petroleum stornge fmcilities, the railroad car
and repair shops at Hanol, the Hanoi raillroad/highwey bridge, and
major military supply depote in both Hanol and Haiphong.

The expansion of the bombing program, particularly the neutrali-
gation of North Vietnam's electric power indusiry is having widespread
effects throughout the country. Almost all of the modern industrial
sector of the econogy has been paralyzed and orderly economic activity

has been Increasingly disrupted. Yet the effects of the bombing
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have not been sufficient to degrade significantly North Vietnam's
abllity to support the war in the South or to diminish the apparent
determination of the regime to persist in 1te aggression.

The attacks agalnst targets in the lmmediate areas of Hanoi
and Haiphong have undoubtedly caused widespread disruptions to the
lives of civilians in these clties. The disruptive and dis quleting
effects of alr alerts are felt more frequently. Both Hanoi and
Haiphong heve been about 50 percent evacuated and the feeding and
houging of evacuees imposes a heavy burden on the regimea,\ﬂaiphong
is almost completely dependent on diesel generators and vigiting
ships for its limited supply of power. The Hagol powerplant is
operating at only one-third of its normal capaclty and reserve
generating systems satisfy only limited power needs. Almost all
gormaiyindustrial operations are estimated to have stopped and the
supply of power for residences and street lighting i1s curtailed.

A gystem of power ratloning reportedly was inaugurated on 10 May.

Although the regime has characterized the attacks against
facilities 1n Hanoi and Heiphong a8 & savege slaughter of defenseless
women and children, our post-strike asgessments show that damage
to eivilian structures and civillan casualties have probably been

remarkably low.
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